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Illustrating Children’s Literature 
 

 

Dates Mondays 27 January, 3, 10, 17, 24 February and 2 March 2020 

Times 18.00-20.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels 

Class size Maximum 16 participants  

 
 

Course description 

Inspired by our exhibition, Marvellous and Mischievous: Literature’s Young Rebels, this six-week 

illustration course will guide you through the fundamentals of figurative illustration and character 

design. You will learn how to draw faces and bodies, capture different emotions, expressions and 

personalities and depict characters in different poses and scenarios. Throughout the course we will be 

taking direct inspiration from your favourite children’s stories, as well as the illustrations displayed in 

our exhibition. 

 

Our tutor, Sion Ap Tomos, will pass on a plethora of advice and tips through a variety of carefully 

created, hands-on exercises designed to improve your practical skills and knowledge whilst 

encouraging you to imaginatively explore character design and narrative illustration. So whether 

you’re a beginner or have some illustration/drawing experience, get ready to blow a raspberry at 

authority and create your own marvellous characters. 

 
 

 

Week One – Let the Mischief Begin! 

We will begin with a curator led tour of the Marvellous and Mischievous exhibition, the stories and 

illustrations featured will be invaluable material for our creative explorations during the course. 

Afterwards we will proceed with our practical work, warming up our imaginations by depicting 

mischievous acts using collage and drawing. 

 

Week Two – Nice & Naughty 

In this session we begin looking at character illustration and design in earnest, beginning with faces. 

You will learn some of the fundamentals of depicting facial features and practically explore how to 

capture different looks, expressions and emotions through drawing. Our inspiration will come from 

different character types in children’s literature, from the innocent to the anarchic and how they’ve 

been depicted by various illustrators, comparing styles and techniques along the way.  
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Week Three – Heads Up Young & Old 

We will continue with faces in this session and learn how to confidently capture characters of 

different ages from toddlers to teenagers and beyond. We will also explore the mechanics of 

depicting the head from different angles and how a character face can be moved around and 

manipulated convincingly. You will be given fun practical drawing exercises designed not only to help 

you in learning these key skills but also to more freely express and explore your own imaginative 

character ideas.    

 

Week Four – The Tall and the Short of it 

We progress to representing the body in week four with practical guidance on basic body mechanics 

and proportion. We will use ink and watercolour with a brush to help us capture an effective sense of 

body movement and to explore contrasts and exaggeration in body depiction and we’ll also dip our 

toes into creating visual responses to character descriptions by various children’s authors.   

 

Week Five – It’s Dressing Up Time 

In this session we will use detailed descriptions by authors and respond to them to create full body 

depictions of their characters. This will include depicting details of body type, clothing, hairstyles and 

accessories as well as attempting the more complex challenge of visually capturing specific 

descriptions of posture, demeanour and interaction. 

 

Week Six – Over and Over Again 

In our final session we will tackle the challenge of convincingly and consistently illustrating a character 

in more than one image and look at methods illustrators use to do this effectively. As your final 

practical exercise of the course you will have a go at sketching out a short series of images inspired by 

a particular children’s story. This could involve choosing and illustrating separate incidents from a 

story or creating a sequence of images depicting a particular bit of action.  

 

 
 

Tutors 

 

This course is led by Sion Ap Tomos. Sion is a Welsh illustrator, artist, designer and educator based in 
London. He has worked for many years as a freelance illustrator for a great variety of clients depicting 
an eclectic mixture of subject matter. This has given him a wealth of experience which he has been 
able to draw upon in his education work which began in 2000. Sion has taught illustration at 
Foundation, BA and MA levels and has also been devising and running practical short courses like this 
one for 17 years. 
 
Sion gained a BA (Hons) in Graphic Design/Illustration at Central Saint Martin’s college of Art and 
Design and an MA in Visual Communication at the Royal College of Art, London. 
 

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. All materials provided although you are welcome to bring your own sketchbook. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated course 

start time. Tea and coffee will be provided at each session.  

 
 


